
Dear friends,

With deep respect,

Joseph Collins,
Executive Director

Larry Scherzer,
Board Chair

2020 was a remarkable year, an unprecedented moment in our country
with several once-in-a-generation moments in history. We experienced
racial violence, civil unrest, police brutality, an insurrection at the Capital

and through it all, C5LA stayed true to our mission and provided our

and the transition of a new presidential administration all in the midst of a
global pandemic. It was a year that none of us could have ever imagined

Leaders with the support and resources to navigate it. C5LA withstood
the adversity of this past year pivoting to a virtual approach, and provided
the full breath of our strategic, innovative and creative programs.

As you will see in this report, even though we were apart this past year,
2020 brought our community together in meaningful ways. Now and
tomorrow, we know our Leaders need us and we are poised to continue
to do this important work. It is our hope that as we continue to make
our collective voices heard, better days are coming and peace and
justice will prevail. Thank you so much for your partnership and support.

We marvel at the resiliency and strength of our young people, this next
generation of Leaders who will take us and this country into the future.
Covid-19 has disproportionately affected marginalized communities,
especially Black, Indigenous, and people of color who face health

tremendously difficult time, our team created spaces for our Leaders to
share, to heal and to be supported and we launched several new
initiatives to deepen our work to ‘level the playing field’. We know we
cannot solve all of the problems of the world as there is so much work
still to do and we fully embrace the responsibility to do our part.

disparities while dealing with the fight for social equality and we bring
full awareness about the trauma we are all experiencing. During this

2020 became an opportunity for us to lean deeply into the work and
provide our Leaders with the support they needed to navigate this

launched a YouTube channel, “College Bound” that has the capacity to

programs for all of our students, alumni and parents. We executed on our
annual College Day that served hundreds of LAUSD students and

reach thousands more. Our annual Urban Campfire fundraiser, sponsored
by our corporate partner Rexford Industrial went virtual and we found
light in a special moment in December when we distributed hundreds of
holiday care packages at our first and only in-person drive thru event.

extraordinary moment in time. During this pandemic we celebrated as
the class of 2020 graduated HS, received over 200k in C5LA
scholarships, applied to college and started to see their acceptances roll
in. We welcomed the new class of 2024, and facilitated the full scope of
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*Includes classes of 2018-2024

Our Leaders and alum are:

13-20 year old youth in LA county
1st generation college students
Living in under-resourced communities
High potential for success







Source: 2019 audited financial statement
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